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In a conversation with Schumann on July 27 (Tab A), Le Due Tho stressed 
that a change of the Thieu administration was the n key n to a political 
settlement in Vietnam, and that the presidential elections would provide the 
occasion to effect that change. He left the impressions that the Communists 
were expecting a great deal from the October 3 elections. 

While insisting on the withdrawal of all U.S. military personnel, including 
advisors, Tho did not mention either military or economic assistance. 

Tho referred several times to earlier Geneva conferences, but said that 
North Vietnam wished to settle the Vietnamese problem in Paris. He 
implied, but did not so state, that a wider conference might eventually 
take place in Paris to guarantee the accords reached along the lines of the 
n 7 points. u 

He indicated a preference for a negotiated end of the war as opposed to 
having to continue the struggle. 

Madame Binh, in a July 21 conversation with Froment-Meurice, stated that 
there was no point in the U.S. seeking a way out u&lsewhere since China 
supported the PRG*s proposals. 

She left the jimpression that she feared that Washington was letting things 
drag on in respect to replying to the M 7 point 1 * proposal. 

Madame Binh also said that one could begin with a military settlement 
while preparing the way for a political settlement. 
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l* Po A !k ) ACTING DIRECT0R ASIAN AFFAIRS BOLLE’ .PASSED ON sonhENFELO' 

cDcM^ Wl nr'I° E, 1 B0FF JUL y 28 FROM! TWO RECENT CONVERSATIQJsI Sjrig'ht. L 
FRENCH OFFICIALS HAVE HADl WITH THE; OTHER SIDEi 

p. SChUMaNN-THO. LE DUi THO CALLED’ ON FOREIGN MINISTER 

SCHUMANN AFTERNOON JULY 27 ( REFTELi) . PRESENT ALSO WFRE ; 

BOLLE AND: DRV DELEGATE GENERAL VO VAN SUNG • 



ALS 


3» THO-COMMENTED THAT UNITED STATE 
RESPONDED TO t«nii R REaSDma Ri r PROPO 
TWO MOST IMPORTANT’ POINTS. OF SEVEN 
AMERICAN AND ALLIED FORCES' AND . CH 
CHANGE IN ThIEU ADM I N I 5TRAT I ON WAS 
SETTLEMENT IN SOUTH VIET-NaM A ND PRES I D^NT I ai ' Fi‘ rr t~T7Tmc 
WOULD- PROVIDE. OCCASION TO' EFFECT THAT CHANGE. CHANG NG 
THIE U 1 ao VETi17 I ^ TT T" ' wuULL)- PL » I FbT* OF a m r h l ham n rn ~ 

settle P ro blem OF VP u tbIRE io 


YET’ 

HE STATED" THAT' 

W ERE Wl THDRAWAI • OF 

GE_..OF THIFU administration. 
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A E E 1 ”* LITaRy bases * b ol l e 1 s aid thO' did not - mention 

E 1 J HER MILITARY Or ECONOMIC ASSj'St'ANCE 

tho said drv/prg wish Was not - to continue; the war# 

FIGHTING. IF- NECESSARY. "WE. WANT TO- 
NEGOTIATE IN ORDER TO END 1 I T " # HE; STATED* ** "" 1 1 ■» 

A* THO REFERRED SEVERAL 1 TIMES T 0 •’ EARLIER' GENEVA 

BU T^SAlg^J W AS IN PARIS THAT DRV UTBurn 

set tle Vietnamese problem^. iin response emboff’s 

QUEST I ON/ bOlle : Sa ID THO DID NOT' RAISE POSSIBILITY OF 

dadtc E a E ^ A COnjFERENCE AT' GENEVA BUT ASSERTED 1 THaT^THERE 1 WAS 

rONCFRNFn°wrT^ E nS E , THAT WAS ALREADY FUNCT j ON I NG AND 

PROBLEM of- VIET-NAM!. HE IMPLIED BUT' Dip . 

NOT SO STATE# BOLLE SAID* THAT WIDER CONFERNCE MIGHT 

EuALt HfcRt I'O GUARANTEE' ACCORDS' REACHED# 
ALONG LINES POINT 7 OFiBINH SE VEN. PO I NTS • ) 

nRv/pb ^T^~T 7 TC 7 T ,^. A . T ^ TH ? ! . c P NVERS aTI0N| I EFT TMPPFSStnM _ 

I H 'C A I C 0 N E . j 0 G k ;nv ■rrTr---r 1 L E r- T ■ -T-Q- -P C -1 0 B E R 3 E LECTIONS^ 

rn - bXF£C rL& - A ^ REAT EEUEm HE S A I D 

CONVEkqA'IUN ALSO LEFT IMPRESSION TH A T : THq WaS NOT' InTpp- 

ff, TE ° ™ gMjgUIT OF THE- STRUGGLE# DESPITE USIH l rnpM ~ 

° NS READINESS DO SQ « BUT' PLACED ACTFmT 


IN 


F'l N I S Hfl N G : THE WaR - 


ON-.PROSPECTS OF 


8 * FRDMENT-MEURICE-BINH:. QUAI DIRECTOR! ASIAN AFFAIRS 

THAT E UNlTFD R STArf AW MA ° AME BINH JULY 21 . BINH' ASSERTED 
Iur T c. U ri TE P BTATED HaD NOT YET ANSWERED PRG PROPOSALS. 

SHEi SAID THAT' IF UNITED- STATES REALLY WANTED TO END THF 

WAR: IT MUST NEGOTIATE WITH: HANOI AND THF PRG. SINCE 

PRC- SUPPORTED: PRG PROPOSALS* THERE WAs Vpo NT 

a wav out elsewhere* Paris "con fers N rrif'- ' uvg i^Pr-fr i' i r ; ~ 

GOODT 'U hrCTi? : — * ^ao A_rLKhLULY 


Tuou!i N T ASKED froment-meurice. several Times when he 

THOUGHT UNITEDSTATES would REPLY to PRG SEVEN POINTS, 

GIVING him IMPRESSION SHE’ FEARED WASHINGTON u,c LrTTIJIr 
THINGS' DRAG ON. fl " nLBUl 1 fl l N WAS - ts ^ 1 ^ G 

10. IN RESPONSE' FROMENT-MEURICE'S- QUESTION# BINH SAID 
NATURALLY PRG AIMED AT' TOTAL SOLUTION COVERING pO^ 
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